
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E291 March 4, 2014 
a celebrated lecturer on her experiences dur-
ing the civil rights movement. 

Throughout her lifetime, Mrs. Carr’s stead-
fast leadership broke barriers as she boldly 
tackled the injustices of her time. She was at 
the forefront of blazing trails for me and so 
many others. This amazing woman was dedi-
cated to serving as a conduit for social 
change. Against insurmountable odds, she re-
mained committed to her calling. Today, we 
honor this great woman of strength and reflect 
on the countless contributions she has made 
to the state of Alabama and this nation. 

As a benefactor of Mrs. Carr’s efforts, it is 
indeed an honor to share her story with our 
nation. As we reflect on all that she has given, 
let us commit to honoring her legacy by never 
forgetting her role in American history. I ask 
my colleagues to join me in honoring Mrs. 
Johnnie Carr, an American hero. 

f 

HONORING ETHAN CALFEE 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ethan Calfee. 
Ethan is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 75, and earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Ethan has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Ethan has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Ethan has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ethan Calfee for his accomplish-
ments with the Boy Scouts of America and for 
his efforts put forth in achieving the highest 
distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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HONORING JOHNNY B. THOMAS 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor Mr. Johnny B. Thom-
as of Glendora, Mississippi. Mr. Thomas is 
also the Mayor of Glendora, March 16, 1982 
to current. 

Since this month is February, which is Black 
History month, and considering the historical 
journey Mr. Thomas has traveled, I felt he de-
serves to be honored. His present is tied to 
his history which is tied to an era, a place, and 
his parents. 

Era: He was born November 30, 1953 in 
Glendora, MS at a time when the State of Mis-
sissippi was a segregated society. He got his 
early education on life as he traveled the dirt 
roads of Glendora, the plantations and cotton 
fields of Tallahatchie County and the juke 
joints. 

In 1953 the United States was engaged in 
a discussion on ending segregation in schools. 

At the same time, Mississippi was making 
plans to prevent it, should it become a federal 
law. In 1954 the United States Supreme Court 
in Brown vs. Board of Education outlawed de-
segregation in schools. There were glaring 
disparities between Black and White commu-
nities. The Mississippi Sovereignty Commis-
sion was established in 1956. Disenfranchise-
ment laws like Poll taxes and literacy tests 
were widespread across the State to keep 
Blacks from voting. 

The Place: The County is Tallahatchie, also 
known as ‘‘The Free State of Tallahatchie.’’ 
The place is Glendora and the year is 1955. 
Glendora is a small rural town that has always 
maintained a very small population. It is also 
one of the places tied to moments in history 
which helped fuel the civil rights movement. 
The events were the August 28, 1955 murder 
of Emmett Louis Till, and the December 1955 
murder of Mr. Clinton Melton and his wife, 
Beulah Melton in March 1956. Although he 
was still a child the effects of this would follow 
him the rest of his life. No longer was Glen-
dora unknown after this; in fact overnight it be-
came an international sensation, forever hav-
ing its own grey cloud. 

His Parents: Mr. Thomas was the second 
child of twelve born to Mr. Henry Lee Loggins 
and Ms. Adeline Hill. His parents were Mis-
sissippi sharecroppers. His mother worked in 
a juke joint called King Place. King Place be-
came well known as it was tied to the Emmett 
Till murder as the place where reporters went 
to get information and answers about rumors 
of Blacks having been involved in the murder. 
His mother was that witness. He often worked 
in King Place to earn money as a young boy. 
His father, Henry Lee, worked as an overseer 
for J.W. Milam on his farm. J.W. Milam along 
with his brother, Roy Bryant, were the two 
white men charged with and acquitted of the 
murder of Emmett Louis Till. His father had to 
make a life altering decision after being ac-
cused of participating in the Emmett Till mur-
der. After death threats on his life and his fam-
ily, he decided to leave Glendora and go into 
hiding to protect the family. Mr. Thomas made 
it his life-long quest to clear his father’s name. 

His Present: He said he has an etched 
memory of the hardships of Black folk in the 
segregated south, the Glendora murders and 
how they affected his family. It was through 
those experiences and others that he gained 
the wisdom and passion for helping his people 
and ultimately led to him becoming a civil 
rights activist in Tallahatchie County. He never 
shied away from a challenge or ran from dan-
ger. 

Mr. Thomas has been an entrepreneur, giv-
ing it up only to answer his calling to public 
service. In 1975 he became the first Black 
constable in Tallahatchie County. In 1982, he 
became the second Black Mayor of Glendora. 

In 1985 he became the first Black elected 
County Supervisor. A strong countywide effort 
was launched against him as the first Black 
supervisor even though the district in which he 
won was eighty percent Black. The case was 
taken all the way to the Mississippi State Su-
preme Court within thirty days of being elect-
ed. The results were not in his favor as the 
Mississippi Supreme Court overturned the 
election result and Mr. Thomas was removed 
from office. The NAACP selected him to serve 
on the original Redistricting Committee on Vot-
ing in the County. The challenges he experi-
enced and knowledge he gained made him 

take the stand as a plaintiff in several lawsuits 
opposing countywide redistricting plans in the 
years 1980, 1990, 2000, and 2010. 

As the Mayor of Glendora, he has estab-
lished the Emmett Till Historic Intrepid Center 
(ETHIC) which is a state of the art Museum. 
He is also credited with the creation and incor-
poration of the Glendora Economic and Com-
munity Development Corporation. To his credit 
is also the Emmett Till Memorial Park and Na-
ture Trail. This trail is located on the infamous 
Black Bayou which is the initial drop-off site of 
Emmett Till’s body, according to his father, 
Henry Lee Loggins. 

The Black Bayou is also the same body of 
water in which the drive-off and murder of 
Mrs. Beulah Melton took place. Mr. Thomas’s 
vision for Glendora has expanded to now in-
clude the Glendora Sonny Boy Williamson 
Bed and Breakfast. Every year to address 
healthcare for citizens, he and the town host 
an annual Breast Cancer awareness and 
screening to provide free breast cancer 
screening to all citizens. This effort is made 
possible through Calvary Baptist Church of 
New York, NY and Partners in Development of 
Boston, MA. 

Mr. Johnny B. Thomas, a man created by 
an era, a place, and events but made for 
today. Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing this member of Black 
History, Mr. Johnny B. Thomas, the honorable 
Mayor of Glendora from the Second Congres-
sional District of Mississippi. 
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A COMMEMORATION OF USMC SGT. 
LANCE DAVISON 

HON. ANN KIRKPATRICK 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mrs. KIRKPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, Lance 
Clinton Davison was born on January 8th, 
1979, the first son of John and Desbah 
Davison. In Navajo tradition, Lance is of the 
Hashtl’ishnii Clan and born for Bilagaana. 

Lance was raised in Flagstaff, Arizona, and 
graduated from Flagstaff High School in 1997. 
Upon graduation, Lance joined the U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, where he excelled and became an 
especially accomplished marksman and scout/ 
sniper. 

Immediately after the September 11, 2001, 
terrorist attacks, Lance was deployed to Af-
ghanistan for duty with the 3rd Battalion, 23rd 
Marines, 1st Marine Division. During his com-
bat service, he received several medals and 
commendations, including the Bronze Star and 
Purple Heart. 

Like so many veterans, Lance not only 
served his country but came home and helped 
strengthen his own community. He became an 
officer with the Flagstaff Police Department 
and founded Raven2 O.D.G, a disabled vet-
eran-owned business that provides enhanced 
training for SOCOM Operatives and agency 
professionals with precision marksmanship 
skills. Lance’s dedication to his country and 
community was surpassed only by his dedica-
tion to and love for his son, Korben. 

Lance was a true hero. The words of Amer-
ican poet Thomas William Parsons aptly de-
scribe our feelings about those heroes who 
sacrifice for our country: ‘‘On thy grave, the 
rain shall fall from the eyes of a mighty na-
tion.’’ 
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Sgt. Lance Davison, a valiant Marine and 

devoted father, is one of the reasons that our 
nation is mighty. We remember, honor and 
mourn him—Lance left us far too soon. 

Lance, and all of our veterans, deserve a 
community and a country that stand up for our 
soldiers when they come home. These men 
and women have served honorably, but they 
may also struggle mightily. 

For years, I’ve kept a quote on my desk that 
was given to me by a veteran. It says: ‘‘Be-
cause they have already paid the price, fight 
for veterans with all of your might.’’ 

Fight for veterans with all of your might. 
This is how we can honor Sgt. Lance Davison. 
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HONORING ZACHARY WATSON 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Zachary Watson. 
Zachary is a very special young man who has 
exemplified the finest qualities of citizenship 
and leadership by taking an active part in the 
Boy Scouts of America, Troop 314, and earn-
ing the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Zachary has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Zachary has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. Most notably, 
Zachary has contributed to his community 
through his Eagle Scout project. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Zachary Watson for his accom-
plishments with the Boy Scouts of America 
and for his efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

CHICAGO BRIDGE & IRON COM-
PANY CELEBRATES ITS 125TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor Chicago Bridge & Iron Company, a 
great corporate citizen as they celebrate 125 
years in business. 

At its founding in 1889, Benjamin Harrison 
was President and the Dakotas, Montana and 
Washington were becoming states, CB&I was 
establishing itself. 

Since its creation CB&I has evolved from a 
bridge design and iron company into an en-
ergy industry problem solver that employs 
50,000 people around the world, including 
many Americans. CB&I is known for innova-
tion in bulk liquid storage and its unwavering 
support of oil exploration around the world. 

This company has come a long way from 
the merger agreement between bridge de-
signer Horace Horton and the Kansas City 
Wheelocks, George and William. During chal-
lenging international times, including World 

War I and World War II, CB&I helped keep our 
military strong and mobile. CB&I was essential 
in production of smaller, more maneuverable 
ships. 

CB&I’s industry milestones are many over 
the last century—from floating roof tanks to 
the double-wall liquid natural gas storage 
tanks to the first site-assembled thick wall 
steel nuclear reactor vessel—the innovations 
just keep coming. This success all started with 
a record number of bridges and structures 
now listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

Over 125 years and with workplaces in 130 
countries, CB&I has evolved into one of the 
most energy infrastructure focused companies 
in the world, and it is a name The Woodlands, 
Texas knows well. The CB&I Tri, our local 
triathlon, is but one example of the worldwide 
support CB&I provides to the communities 
their employees call home. We also appre-
ciate their efforts to use local suppliers to the 
fullest extent practicable. 

Congratulate Philip Asherman, the President 
and CEO of CB&I and all those who have 
helped make CB&I the innovator it is today. 

Mr. Speaker, once again, please join me in 
congratulating CB&I on their 125th anniver-
sary. 
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HONORING THE 26TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF YOUNG ISRAEL OF 
BOCA RATON AND RABBI MAYER 
& HENNA ENGLANDER AND 
YAAKOV & DR. JORIE LYONS 

HON. THEODORE E. DEUTCH 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
honor of the 26th anniversary of Young Israel 
of Boca Raton, Florida synagogue. I would like 
to recognize them for their service to the Jew-
ish community of South Florida and the local 
community as a whole. 

Founded in 1988, Young Israel of Boca 
Raton has served as a center of Jewish iden-
tity and education for the South Palm Beach 
County community. I want to particularly ac-
knowledge Rabbi Mayer and Henna Englander 
and Yaakov (Jay) and Dr. Jorie Lyons, the 
special honorees during the anniversary cele-
bration, for their dedication to the synagogue 
and its emphasis on prayer, study, and com-
munity service. 

I would like to congratulate Young Israel of 
Boca Raton synagogue, an extraordinary Jew-
ish community of South Florida, on their 26th 
anniversary. Through their example, Young 
Israel’s philosophy and spiritual guidance can 
extend far beyond South Florida. 
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HONORING GEORGE S. COLE 

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor a remarkable public 
servant, Mr. George S. Cole. 

Mr. George Simeon Cole, the fifth child of 
nine siblings born to the late Elijah Cole, Sr. 
and ReeAlma George Cole, is a 1967 grad-
uate of Velma Jackson High School. He was 
recently inducted into the Alcorn State Univer-
sity Sports Hall of Fame. Mr. Cole realized a 
lifelong dream when he was recruited by the 
late Coach Theophilus Danzy, and earned a 
four-year scholarship to Alcorn A & M College. 

As a youth, Mr. Cole showed leadership, not 
only as a young football and baseball scholar, 
but in family responsibilities. At age 16, he 
worked as a brick mason helper to build 
Velma Jackson Elementary School. Mr. Cole 
served as captain of the Velma Jackson High 
School football team for three consecutive 
years, and was elected to serve as president 
of his senior class. 

Mr. Cole earned an undergraduate degree 
from Alcorn State University, and a master’s 
degree from Mississippi State University. He 
worked as a teacher-coach, retired as school 
principal, and presently works as a part-time 
education consultant. Mr. Cole serves as 
Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
Velma Jackson High School Foundation. 

In a family of Alcornites, Mr. Cole is married 
to Dr. Pallascene Bright Cole, father to two 
children: Rocky and Gilda and three grand-
children: Jaylan, Christian, and Evan Elijah. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in recognizing Mr. George S. Cole for his dedi-
cation to serving others in Madison County. 

f 

HONORING RONALD AND LINDA 
FARMER 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, March 4, 2014 

Mr. GRAVES of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, I 
proudly pause to recognize Ronald and Linda 
Farmer of Macon, Missouri. Ronnie and Linda 
were married on March 14, 1964 and will be 
celebrating their 50th wedding anniversary on 
March 9, 2014. 

Ronnie and Linda were married at the 
Christian Church Parsonage in Kirksville, Mis-
souri. Ronnie would work for 48 years at Con- 
Agra, starting when he was a junior in high 
school up to his retirement in 2010. He was 
also very involved with the Boy Scouts and 
American Legion baseball. Linda has also 
served a very important role in her community, 
serving as a member of the Garden Club 
among other civic boards, while also playing 
an instrumental role in preserving the history 
of Macon, including the Colonel Blees Mu-
seum. Additionally, she currently serves on the 
Macon City Council. Whether taking long road 
trips across the country, riding roller coasters 
at Six Flags and Worlds of Fun here in Mis-
souri, or just taking in a Cardinals’ game at 
Busch Stadium, Ronnie and Linda have en-
joyed life together and look forward to what 
the future has in store. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me, 
along with Ronald and Linda Farmer’s three 
sons and their wives, seven grandchildren, 
two great-grandchildren and many friends and 
family, in congratulating them on this signifi-
cant occasion and wishing them many more 
years of happiness together. 
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